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the time, the place, the manner of His birth. And He fulfilled every one of
them--perfectly.
And then there is the philosophical implication of His coming. In
Him the great questions--Who am I? Where did I come from? Why am I
here? Where am I going? --are all answered completely and satisfactorily.

PERSPECTIVE
Dear Friends of Faith,
This is our 23rd ANNUAL CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM Sunday. We are so
happy to see you here today. We love your children. We love their parents! We love you all!
Special thanks to all our teachers--Vickie Jones, Christina Dodson,
Katherine Bissey, Heather Young, and special helpers and to Ryan Reker
for being our narrator this morning. We
Caroling on Friday, Dec 20, the Teen Play, Saturday Dec 21, and
Christmas Sunday, December 22 with our traditional CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE at 6:00 p.m.
These are wonderful days to celebrate the THRILL OF HOPE!

THE TRUTH ABOUT HOPE
The great scientist Albert Einstein, (the one
with the great hair) said, “The more I learn, the
more I realize how much I don’t know!”
Charles Darwin, the father of modern evolution thought that the
human cell was just a membrane filled with plasma. We now know that
every cell is extremely complicated with DNA encoded in the nucleus that
contains more information than will fit on one CD. Indeed the more we
learn the more we discover we don’t know.
Physicists used to think that the atom was the one undividable building block of matter. Now we know it has protons, neutrons, and electrons,
and sub-atomic particles. Who knows how much more complex the atom
actually is?
Astronomers used to think they had a grasp on the size and scope of
our universe, but today we discover that not only is our universe expanding, but that there are black holes that seem to be absorbing tremendous
amounts of matter and energy.
Looking in, looking around, or looking up--in every direction we
discover that what we thought was simple is actually quite complex.
So it is with the coming of Jesus.
On one level it is a miraculous birth in a humble stable. We can imagine livestock in the stable. We can visualize the manger where the baby
Christ was laid. We can see Mary holding her newborn, looking into His
eyes and wondering what--or who she was holding.
On another level it is a profound fulfillment of prophecy. There must
be an incredible spiritual significance to this birth. Prophets predicted
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The Hope that is ours in Christ has many layers. Obviously He brings
hope--the sense that there is a better day coming. But there is a far greater implication of the
hope that was born in Bethlehem.
In Christ there is HOPE that our sins may
be forgiven.
In Christ there is HOPE that the penalty of
our sins may be acquitted.
In Christ there is HOPE that the power of
sin may be defeated.
In Christ there is HOPE that the pollution of sin may be cleansed.
In Christ there is HOPE that the purpose of life may be realized.
In Christ there is HOPE that my identity is God-given, God-purposed,
and God-fulfilled.
In Christ there is HOPE that our successes and our failures can be
redeemed. As we walk with the LORD we learn to appreciate the amazing
promise--All things are working together for good to them who love God
to them who are the called according to His purpose. (Romasn 8:28).
In Christ there is hope that our needs will be supplied as we “seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.”
In Christ there is HOPE for our children and children’s children. We
are confident that the Christ who has led and directed us will not fail them!
In Christ there is HOPE for our world. While evil men wax worse
and worse, and technology has become a tool for terror and a grip for vice,
we know that “the wrong will fail, and right prevail, with peace on earth
goodwill to men!”
In Christ there is HOPE that one day our faith shall become sight!
Our hope in Him is not a dream that will never be fulfilled, a wish that will
never be realized, or a gamble that will never pay off. Jesus said “I go to
prepare a place for you.” He did! He is! He will! It is our hope. But it is
more...it is our unshakable confidence that one day we will realize.
No wonder that the song writer penned, “A thrill of hope, the weary
world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!”
Yes there is a new and glorious morn! It has dawned. It is dawning.
And it will lead us to a day that will have no shades, no shadows, and no
sunsets.
SO REJOICE! THERE IS HOPE!

THANK YOU FOR COMING! We are very honored that you have
come and hope that you will feel at home here at FCC! We would love to
keep in touch. Please text (314) 607-1424 or e-mail: PastorRick@FCCStLouis.org, or fill out a contact card on our welcome table.
g LOOKING FORWARD THIS WEEK
Tonight, 4p
TEEN PLAY REHEARSAL
Tonight, 6p
PS! - Preaching & Singing!
Tuesday, 7a
Meet-Up @ McDonalds on Page/Ashby
Wednesday, 6p
TEEN PLAY REHEARSAL
Wednesday, 7p
BIBLE STUDY & PRAYER
g

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
Welcome to FCC!
We trust you sense God’s presence and that you feel very welcome here.
Please let us know how we may help you.

11:00 a.m.
MORNING WORSHIP

& SUNDAY SCHOOL for
PRE-SCHOOL thru HIGH SCHOOL
FREE NURSERY

4:00 PM
Teen Play Rehearsal

6:00PM
EVENING PRAISE &
PREACHING

Friday, 630
CHRISTMAS CAROLING!
Saturday, 7P
TEEN CHRISTMAS PLAY
Sunday, Dec. 22
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
			CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 6PM
THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO THE LORD We come now to
the last month of the year thankful for God’s provision, and praying that
He will supply our needs. Our giving is $18,000 behind last year at this
time. We appreciate so much the generosity. DEBT FREE CAMPAIGN:
We have $8,025 in pledges and gifts our way to $50,000 this year.
Mon. of Dec.
Monthly Need
2019 Total
2019 Goal
$3,124.00		
$9,000.00
$107,060.00
$150,000
g

–THE APOSTLES CREED –
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth;
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; descended into the grave,
the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Scriptures of the Month
Each month we are encouraging God’s people to memorize a passage of Scripture

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. ISAIAH 9:6

TEEN PLAY REHEARSAL WILL BE TONIGHT AT 4PM
MARK YOU CALENDAR FOR THESE SPECIAL CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS:
g
g

Christmas Caroling - Friday, Dec. 20 6p
Teen Christmas Play - Saturday, Dec. 21 6p
Christmas Candlelight Service - Sun. Dec 22, 6p
THANK YOU FOR BEING A CARING CONGREGATION It
is easy to be so overwhelmed with our own situation that we fail to see the
needs around us. You are very thoughtful!
g

GET SOME DELICIOUS
CHRISTMAS COOKIES
TODAY!
Thanks to all who baked
the Christmas cookies for us
today!














TAMMY LEWIS
AL LOCKHART
GRANNY FARMER
JIM NORTH family.
JOHN BIONDO
ALBERTA WALKER
RUTH GEORGE
NEIL GOODRICH
NORMA & JD GILLHAM
THE ROBINSON FAMILY
CHRISTINE BLACK'S NIECE
JIM WILSON’S FAMILY














RON FEGER
BILLY BARNES’ FATHER
ANN MATLOCK
CHRISTY DODSON
JOE & BECKY GOBER
YVONNE MASON
SIS. BEVERLY NELSON
JANE FEGER’S FAMILY
KAYLA FEGER and her baby
KAREN MYER
MARK JENNINGS
HOWARD GERDES Family

